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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES 


22 October 1962 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


SUBJECT: Soviet Reaction to Enforcement of the Quarantine 


i. If the US sinks a Soviet ship, or shoots down a Soviet 
aircraft in the course of enforcing the quarantine, it will be 
because the Soviets are willing for this to happen. We believe 
that their purpose would be to increase the tension of the 


crisis, in the hope of bringing extra international pressure on 
the US. 


2. Accordingly, we do not believe that the Soviets would 
retaliate with major military action. They might, however, sink 
a US ship, primarily for the political chjectives mentioned 
above. They might also chosse the inctdent as an occasion for 


reaction in Berlin. 


Abbot Smith 
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